28 THE EPIC OF MOUNT EVEREST
and the Chairman was to make him the definite
invitation to join. But when the invitation was
made he accepted it without visible emotion. He
had the self-confidence of assured position as a
climber. He had neither exaggerated modesty
nor pushful self-assertivencss. He was conscious
of his own powers and of the position he had
won by his own exertions; and he had, in con-
sequence, a not obtrusive but quite perceptible
and quite justifiable pride in himself as a moun-
taineer.
Only one indication was there of the fire that
all the time was burning within. A question had
arisen about the inclusion of a certain other
climber in the party. As a mountaineer this
other was all that could be desired; but he
had characteristics which several members of
the Committee who knew him thought would cause
friction and irritation in the party and destroy
that cohesion which is so vitally necessary in an
Everest Expedition. At high altitudes it is
well known that men become irritable. And at the
altitudes of Mount Everest they might find it
wholly impossible to contain their irritation ; and
an uncongenial member might break up the party.
It was an urgent matter ; and to put it further
to the test the Chairman consulted Mallory
and asked him whether he would be prepared
to sleep in the same bag with this man at 27,000
feet. Mallory, in that quick sudden way he used
when he was intent on a thing, said that he " didn't